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A Bnel Analysis Loncerming the Vaability of Becoming a Libranian

The Royal Library of Alexandsia in Egypt was once  haven for knowledge and one of
the most respected establishments in the ancient world. There are many modern establishments
and industries that have come to fruition in the new age of technology, but the library is nof one

of them. Renowned author Ray Bradbury once said, “Without libraries what have we? We have

0 past and no future, Perhaps the physical Library o

Alexandsia could not stand the test of

time, although it is profound that libraries have and continued to embody significance and
priceless intellectual value. And where there are fibrarics, there are librarians. The following
essay will focus on the career on being a librarian, while analyzing aspects such as education,

salary, and the future of the field,

Education is a erucial aspect to most modem eareer fclds, and becoming & librarian is no

differsnt, Employers typically hire individuals who have a master’s degre in general library or
information science (Study). Both of these courses focus on improving ane’s skills in
communication and research as well as curating une’s passion for learning, The path 04

eraduate schoal could be stariod st prety much any 4-year undergraduate callege or university

An additional two years in & graduate program for brasy might include courses ssct a5
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©ndersanding a specific aspect ofthe feld. Fusthermore, some may choose {0 specialize in the
schoolingor acistic aspects of being a brarian. This Master's progran i jiself would qualify

o for employment, although further certificaion may be necessary. In fact, some public

shools may equire certification from the American Library Association. This program [EqUIres

{hvee years of supervisory experience and sceks fo funher employment opportunifes (American

Library Association). There is much to be said conce

rming the likeliness of being hired with such
« centification, sithough there are statistics conceming the entailing monetary henefits

In s socicty govemed by ceonomy, salary is of high importance for many when
considering & career. OF those that hold the title of librarian, pay ranges from $32,942 t0 $69,634
with an annual median of $57.680 (Payscale/Bureau of Labor Statistics). More often than not

s is a full-time job, with the figher-paying end belonging (o those who are employed at a
callege or university. The latter end. of lower-paying jobs, mostly belong to those emplayed by
focal governments. not unlike the Charlotte Mecklenburg Library in Mecklenburg County, North

Carolina. However, public institutions like the Charlotte Mecklenburg Library often provide

benefits i
such as medical insurance, life insurance, retirement plans, and vacation (Charlotie

‘Mecklent Lit i
brg Library). OF course. salary anafysis could be cansidered a matter of opirion, but

the viability of some
ility of saome careers should be acknowledged. On that note, mast estimates of the
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Surely, the $57,680 of an average fibrarian annually should be looked upon faveriBl: SR

2 modest life and fulfilling future.

1o 2t ever-changing society of growing technology, great significance is placed on the

fture. Specificaly, and especially to those readers carefully considering his essay, the utmost
imporiance is assigned to finding 2 fulflling and sustainable carcer, Projected job growth for
ibrarian positions from 2014-2024 is from 143,100 to 145,700 employments, a 2% increase
(Burean of Labor Statistics). Not uniike other fields, hopeful librarians may face competition in
e carly part of their job scarch. This might be attributed to the rising trend that is college
education, There will be many recent eraduates from graduate library. programs, although
positions should epen up so0n enough with the retiring of tenure librarians. After all, the
stercotypical librarian is the “mean old lady.” Interestingly enough, 79% of librarians are female,
although only 15% of librarians remain in their role for more than 20 years (Payscale), There are

‘miny variables at play in this statistic, and might only be Ieft to opinion.

Librarians might only be scen as people who put books back on shelves, but they do so

much more. They preserve knowledge and understanding, having miore than likely experience.
the education process first hand. Libraries have been around

since the days of ancient Egyptians,
s discussed carler. This fact should be considered along with the education, salary, and outlook

ofthe Tibrarian career, that the career field is and will be visble for many generations to co
io me.

Any reader who considers this content in that sense would satisfy the purpose of fhic ccr.
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